ALEXANDRIA:

DAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 2, 1851.
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Coxgress.—The Seuate, yesterday, passed
ope of the appropriation bills. The House
of Representatives was mainly engaged io
Jebate on general topics.

Vircinia LEGIstaTuRE.—In the Senate, on
Thursday, the bill for the extension of the
Winchester and Potomae railroad to Stras-
burg was under ‘consideration. A message
from the Governor concerning the Banks was

discussed in the House of Delegates.
e S e

A most vital and iwportant subject con-
gected with the election next Monday, is the
vote on the question of the reference of the
action of the State Counvention {o the people,
for approbation or rejection. We earnestly
exhort the voters, of ail parties, to vote for
this proposition. Its adoption can do no
harm-—it may be the means of effecting
great good. Let it be remembered that this
Couvention will have in its hands not only
our federal relations, but our whole State
organization. Only those who wish to pre-
sipitale action can reasonably object to this
counservative movement. Desides, the peo-
pla owe it to themselves to decide for them-
salves as to any change sought to he made
in our connections with the Federal Govern-
ment, or the States, or any change in our
State matters, Lat this be looked to—and
lot the vote be for “Reference to the Peo-
ple.”

The secession members of Congress seem
disposad to avail themselves of all the advan-
tages of the Union, notwithstanding they say
they are out. Mr. Ashmore, of Svuth Car-
oling, writes to Postwmaster Dix that he has
received a large amount of public decuments
but wishes to know if he may frank them,
The Postmaster General says in reply that
the Government caunot alter the relations
exiating between itand the States, and, there-
fore, not recognizing the right of any State to
secedo the members of Congress from such
Stote are still entitled to the franking privi-
lege. He adds, very significautly. “Ifhow-
ever, as I learn is the case, you sincerely and
decidedly entertain the conviction that by
that act South Carolina ceased to be a mem-
ber of the Confederacy and is now a foreign
State, it will be for you to determine how far
ton ecan censcientiously exercise a privi-
lege, the exercise of which assumes that your
own conviction is erronaous, and plainly de-
eclares that South Carolina is still iu the

Upion and thatyou are still u member of

the Congress of the United States.

The secession of Virginia, ss urged by the
signers of the late Congressional Address, is
arged mainly on the alleged ground that it
i3 oaly by such concert with the States al-
ready seceded that the Repuablican purty
can be deterred from attempting the “‘coer-
gion” of the latter, The following resolu-
tion, passed the Virginia House of Delegates
with ooly five dissentients, and the Scvate
with onlv & singis vote in the negative: Re-
solved, That when any one or wore of the
States has determived, or shall determine,
under existing circumstances, to withdraw
from the Union, we are unalterably opposed
to any attempt on the part of the Federal
Governinent to coerce the same into re union
or submission, and that we will resist the
same by all the means in cur power. Vir-
ginia’s protest against “coercion” does not
require secession to make it significaut and
impressive.

Jael E. Masthews, of Duilas county, Ala,,
has offered the services of 200 negroes to
the Guvernor of Alubama. In addition to
this, the same gentleman deposited in the
Bank of of Mcbile on the 23d of January,
£15,000 to the credit of Alabama for State
defeuce.

Hon. Wm, Smith would have signed the
late address of several of the members of
Congress from Virginia, had he not been ab-
gent from Washington, in consequence of
indispoeition. His health is improving and
he will probably resume his seat in a few

days.

The Ohio State Jouroul, (Republican)
speaking of Weodell Phillips’ late demon-
stration in Boston, says:—*We fear that be-
fore society can be peacefully reconstructed,
and the Uaion made to take the medicine that
is bonestly meant for its good, such paople
as Phillips must be suppressed!”

Illinois, bss a law allowing perssns pass-
in threagh or tarryiog within her limits, to
take with them their colored servants, and
to retain them there fur a period not exceed-
ing 60 days.

W, L. Goggin, 1s a caondidate for the
State Convention, in Bedford county, in fa-
vor of first endeavoring te restore the Union,
belore resorting to Secassion,

e

From now, until after the election on

Mooday, it will b2 proper to receive with !
cantion all “sensation” telegraphic depatch- |

es from Washiugton or elsewhere.

The speech of Mr. Clemens, of Va., is
srid to be receiving a wide eirculativn—and
in the North Western part of the State, the
demand for itis said to be very great.

PR CE SR i

There is said to be over thirty thousand
barrels of muckeral stored in Gloucester,
walting sale, the Southern market for fish
being about closed,

Rev. Mr. Fét;:v. of U!ari_ehbwntv Ya
in coosequence of continued indil;;:o'sit-io:;
has had to suspend for a time his miniateria‘:
labore,

The House of Representatives has now
“Erening Sessions,” at which members make
speeches to small audiences.

The candidutes for the State Convention
in Fauquier delivered able addresses to the
people, at Warrenton, last Monday.
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NEWS 0F THE DAT.

ll'fb show the very Wgﬁndbﬂ&é’ Qf' the rixss’

The New Orleans Delta fudrs that Gov.
Houston is opposed to exténding the aren of

the Southern Conlederacy inte Mexico. It
says :—“We arc informed, on uuthority
which we cannot presume to question, that,
a very short tiwe since, Gov. Houston was
actually vegotiating with the British bond-
holders in reference to a plan for the iova-
sion and conquest of Mexico; that he had of-
fered to head an expedition into that country,
and guaranteed to consummate the project of
conguest, on condition that he should be
supplied, by the bond-holders, with the neces-
sary means.”

On Wednesday last, Mr, W, W. Holden,
of the Releigh (North Carolina) Standard,

assaulted Mr. John Spelmaun, of the State
Journal, in Fayetteville street, Raleigh, with
a cane, inflicting several severe wounds.—
Mr. Spelman drew a revolver and fired three
ineftective shots at his assailant before friends
interfered to separate them. The cause of
the quarrel was some insulting epithets ap-
plied to Mr, Spelman.

The South Cerolinians have “no end of
trouble” on fixing upon the State flag. The
Mercury of Tuesday announces the last
change: The Legislature last night again
altered the design of the State flag. It now
consists of a blue field, with a white palmet-
to tree in the middle, upright. I'be white
crescent in the upper flag-staf’ corner re-
mains as before, the horas pointing upward.
This may be regarded as final.

A circular of Messrs. Arles Dulour & Co.,
Lyons mentions that slthough the United
States takes aanually about 421,000,000
worth of silk goods from Hurope, the fall in
prices since tho outbreak of the disunion
erisis has not been more than between 2 and
3 per cent on the superior description, owing
to the limited supply ie the market. Tu the
common descriptions there has been a re-
duetion of between 6 and 12 per cent.

One night recently a number of runaway
negroes from the border counties of Mary-
land, passed through York county, Pa., on
their way to freedom. The next day they
were pursued and eaptured in Adams county,
and taken back to their old quarters. No
opposition was made to their return by the
citizens of the village in which they were
captured.

A correspondent of the South Carolinian
writes from Charleston, under date of the

26th, as follows:—“Active preparations are
in progress to take the fort held by Maj.
Anderson, and it will be done when the pro-
per time comes. Delay in deference to the
earnest request of other seceding States
seems to be the reason why it is not imme-
diately bombarded.

A benevolent and eccentric maiden lady,
Miss P. Towsend hy name, died recently in
Boston. In her will she leaves £20,000 to
the Home for the Relief of Iudigent Females
in Boston, and $00,000 to be applied to the
support of those females whe, in legal phra-
seclogy are called “spinsters,” or single wo-
meq.

Ilon, Frederick P. Stanton, Secretary of
State of Kansas Territory, under Governor
Walker, and Hon. Marcus J. Parrott, the
representative delegate of the late Territory,
have left Washington for Kansas, to make a
canvass f{or election to the United Stafes
Senute from the new State.

. ], e A e P
Important Correspondence.

On the 2Tth of Jaruary, Mr. Schlei-
den wrote to the Sscreiary of State, Mr.
Black, informing him that he had received a
letter from the Brewen consulat Charleston
stating that the consignee of the “Coperni-
2us” had tendered duties at the custom house,
which wererefused, and from this the cousul
infers that the tunctionaries there are ueting
no longer for the States, and the minister
therefore usks how are the Bremen captains
und consignees of goods imported  from Bre-
pen in Bromen vessels to any pertin South
Caroling to aet in order to avoid all violu-
tions of the revenue laws of the United
States? Doos the zovernment hold itself re-
spensible to the owners of zoods now stored
in or which may hereafter be placed in the
[nited States bopded warehouses at Charles-
ton: and in ease ol a2 discontinuance of the
United States custom  house  at Charleston,
will Bremen vessels be permitted to proceed
thence on their voyage without hindrance on
the part of the United States authoriiies?

Lord Lyons, uader date of December 31st,
acquaints tbe Secretary of Siate that he
has received a lstter from the British consal
at Charleston, in which it is stated that
Svuth Caroling has passed anordinanes de-
claring, in eflvet, thatthe custom-houses of
the United Srates in Suath Curoling are con-
verted into custom-tionses of that State, and
that the revenue laws adopted show how du-
tieware to Lo colleeted on wceount of that
State. The consul calls aitention to several
practical difficuities connected with the entry
and elearauce of British vessels, which may
arrive at any moment, and Lord Lyens re-
quests the governme nt to furvish him, with-
out delay, such joformation respecting its
wishes and intentions as may enable bim to
give definite instructious to the censul, and
to remove any apprehension which may ex-
ist that the aholition de farts of the United
States eustom-houses wiil be allowed o0 sub-
ject British vessels or commeree to loss, in-
jury crineonvenience, _

My, Thassaro, the Spanish minister, on De-
cember 3lst, ealls Seerefary Blael's at
tion to a lettor Irom the Spanish consul at
Charleston, relaiive to eustum affairs in thag
eity.

Next, Secretary Black is informed by Lord
Lyons that the Svuth Carolina authorities
have removed the bunys, withdrawn the light-
ship, ete., and reguests that he cause the
lizhts and beacons t be replaced to warn
vessels of their danwer, and in eonclusion,
desires such information as will allay anxi-
ety of British suljects. )

Mr. Schieiden also complaing, under data
of Juouary 8th, that the lights in Charles-
ton harbor have heen cxtinguished,

Among the documents, i also aletter
from ex-Judee Magrath, dated from the kx-
ecutive U;\pﬁrtmunt ol Seath Carolina, say-
ing that the activity of the pilots will prevent
eny seripus injury or ineenvenienee to com-
meree,

Oa the 10¢h instant, Secretary Bluek re-
plied to Lord Lyons, and sent a ecopy of
his letter to Messrs. Schleiden and Tassara.
He says that he had laid Lord Lyons' com-
munication before the President, who would
deeply regret that any injury should hap-
pen to the commerce of foreign or friendly
hations,. especially that British sub-
Jeets ar Charlesion should suffor by the anom-
clous state of rhings existing there.

Secretary Bluck then quotes from the law
fo show that the jurisdiction of the federal Fov-
ernment to impose duties on goeds imported
into the limits of the United States and collect
llu.ties ie exclusive.  Whether the state of af-
fairs now existing at Charleston will or will
not be regarded as sufficient reason for not
executing the penalties incurred by British
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subjects is 1 question, says the Secrotary,
which Lord Lyens will see no necessity for
raising until it practically arises. Each
case will, uo doubt, have its peculiarities, and
ecretary Black regrets that this considera-
b cowpels him to decline giving any as-
Suranges on the points presented. The Trea-
sury Department, he says, will give public
information as to tho condition in whioh

South Caroline has put the coast.

Lettér from Riclimond,

Oorrespondence of the Alexandria Gazelle. |
Ricuvonp, Jan. 31 —Senate bill to an- |
thorize the Bank of the Commonwealth to |
change from a State stock to a Bank on the |
old principle, and to dispose of its stock, pass-

ed to-day. |

The Governor made & communication about |
the difference of opinion existing between |
him and certain Banks of the State respect- |
ing a call made, and only responded to in ]

part, for specie or specie funds to meet the |
State interest and to redeem the public debt |
falling duc 1st January last. The Governox |
says that all the interest, whether payable !
out or in the State, should be paid in coin or
specie funds. It would not do to pay the
Northern portions in specie, and those at
home in depreciated paper. The question'is |
who is right, and what is the eorract prinei- |
ple to establish. 1t does not certainly seem
reasonable that the Northwestern bank or
Mechanics, should have to pay $200,000 in
specie funds, when they cauuot give them in
their place $50,000 of their notes, but give
them other notes. These two Banks have
to-day peid $90,000 in Northern funds, and
yet they cannot give them over 83 or $0,000
of their notes, but have to give them others.
The matter is referred to the Committes on
Banks.

The bill to incorporate the telrew 13e- |
nevolent Society of Alexandria, was reported |
in the Senate tu-day.

The Winchester and Potemac extension to
Strasburg, was under consideration to-day |
in the Senate, Mr. Ishell, of Jefterson, advo-
cating it, and as usual deprecinting Alexan-
dria. 1le spoke of her opposition to this mea-
sure as unreasonable: when if this road
should be chartered, and the Baltimore and
Ohio road should buy up the Winchester and
Potomac road which they could do for a mere
trifle, they could issue their bonds, muke the
connection, tap Mavnassas, and take off the
principal part of her freight from Strashurg,
giving her the benefit of transportation from
Harrisonburg to Strasburg alone, leaving
the remainder of the road useless, so far as
the Valley trade is concerned.

Mr. Thomas, the Senator from Fairlix
and Alexandria, has the floor for to-morrow,
and as “Major Baylis” would say, has the
“pints.” There is little doubt of its defeat.
The Senate is, however, very thin. These
mere right of way bills asking for no money
are very hard to daleat, particularly in the
lower House: although advantage was taken
on Tuesday, after the absence of many
members (and when the bill was laid on the |
table until the return of the Delegate from
Alexandria) to reconsider the vote and pass
it, some members in the House opposed to it,
at the time not even konowing that it was
again taken up.

The Delegate from Haneaock, 1. M. C. Por-
ter, received o telegraphic dispateh to-dny,
informing bhim of his nomination fur the Con-
vention, as the Union candidate, and asking
his opinion. e telegraphed that on no con-
dition would he vote to secede nor would Le
sign such an ordinance if passed.

W. C. Wickham is the Usnion eandidate in
Henrico, and I think will be elected.

Messrs, W. I McFarlund, John M, Botts |
and Marmaduke Johngon, it is also confi- |
dently now expected, will be elected from |
the city of Richmond. As an evidence of |
the faith in Botts’s election, a bet was made |
to-day of 81,000 thet he would earry the city |
by 500 muajority.

Monday will decide the question all over

of 152 will be chosen, OBSERVIER,

Letter from Washington.
| Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazells.]
Wasniserox, Feb., 1.—The proposition of
Yirginia for a Peuce Congress, which shall
meet in this city, on Monday next, has re-
ceived a proper response from New York,
New Jersey, North Carolina, Maryland, Ken-

| them,

May God help us in this trying crisis i
the history of our Republic, and cruse “the
wrath of man to praisé him, and the remain-
der of wrath to be restrained.”

For our Prassident, battling ageiost a |

maelstrom political storm for our ship of
State, wo feel, in this region, a deep sympa-
thy. There is a prejudice against General
Scott, justly entertained, unless he is griev-

ously belied by the reports of some public |

Jjournals.

I trust in God to save us; but il die we
must, 88 a nation, then let me share the weal
“or woe of my native State—Virginia.

All honor, however, to that noble-hoarted,
self-sacrificing old patriot, venerable in his-
tory and venerable in years —John J. Crit-
tenden, of Kentucky. May the “stars and

stripes” never fail from his eyes, nor eense to |

enfold biz memory!

Aud to yoon, let me say—may you long
eontinue your eareer as a public journalist,
as you now do, with honor to your counfry!

Respectlully yours, W.
W 21, A
Latter from Loudoun Ce.
Corvespondence of the Alexandria Gazetle.

Leessure, Va,, Jan. 31, 1561.—The snow
that fell about o week since hag afforded ex-
cellent eleighing, and almost avery one, who
was able to do so, hay availed himself of it.
It has, however, in o great measare left the
voad, though the ficlds are coverad several
inches.

The weather haviog generally heen quile
cold this month, 2 cvert deal of ice has
been stored, but its quality is none of the
best.

The canvass in our county is quite animat-
ed, und there will be a large vote for the
most conservative men. T'he people seem
be fully alive to the importance of holding
the reins themselves, and they are determin-
ed pow that the action of the convention
shall be submitted to them, The advocates
of Immedinte secession, of whom 1 am sorry
to say there ave even a few, ave against trust-
ing the people with their own interests,

They say that the Convention that adept-
ed the constitution did not submit their work
to the people. Bat the cases are not paral-
lel at all.

Our fathers had been living under a gov-
ernment that was in fact no government at
all,and they well understood it to bo their
interest to adopt the better one.  Now, they
and we have lived and prospered und heen
protected under the present government, and
do not wish to give to dtlegates tho power
of destroying it, and almost certainly bring-
ing us into civil war,

[ may very properly trust a man to
add tomy house, to make it more comforts-
ble and commndious, without copsulting any
member of my family or any of my neigh-
bors; but, when he, beeause thereis o hole
iz the reof, is ahont to apoly the toreh to i,
and thus involve us allin o common raiy, i
is time that wo should demand and assert
the right to control hisaetions,

Thesze gentlemen forget that the conyven-
tion, unless controlled, have the power to
destroy as well as to perpeteate all our in-
stitutions, even including that of slavery,
and they had batter keep a tight vein upon
Most of us intend to do so. Yours,

ALIOUIS.

T Tt
Lettor from Fauguier County, Va.
Cuorrespondenee of the AMevandria Gazells.
Recrorrows, Jan. Sl.-—kvery thing in

(“1'91,

: . " : | this part of sur conoty snpeared o be ealm
the State, and [, mysell, believe that at least | ! 4 ]’ 4 ’ II o e e
00 conservative men in the Convention eut | Comparatively, until day belore Vesterdey,

| when statements were made, and report:

spread, that i Virginia does vot secade by
the 4th of March, Mre, Lincoln intends 1w
borrow SZ00,000,000, to eoerce back into the
Union the Cotion States. and to pay this,
Virginia would be taxed $23,000 000!  In-
eredible as it may appear, such reports ae-
tually had their effeet, and were believed by
gsome! It was a fire-hrand thrown in to
ereate excilemont fur the moment. Some-

tucky, and Tenncssce. Belore the nssem-
blage of the proposed body, Pennsylvania, |
aud probably all the other border States, |
will in all probability be represented. We
shall therefure see, on the 2th, the erganiza-

tion of & convention of conservative men, ir-
respective of party ties and associations who |
will enter nupon the business of adjustment |
with & candor, fairness, and sagacity, un-
equaled since the days of the formation of
the Censtitution,

Notwithstanding the guarded denial of the
Springficld papers, the fact is unquestionable |
that there are in existence not only one, hut |
several private letters from Mr. Lincoln to
friends of his in this city, recommending
conciliation and compromise.

The select Committen of five have had De-
fore them John M. Tormey, of Baltiinore,
Clerk of the Superior Court in that cigy,
examined him as to whether there exisied
secret organizations there or in Maryiand
within his knewledge. 1le testilied that he |
was throughly acquuinted swith the class of
people who would be likely to join such |
an orgenizati n, but within his knowledge |
no such organization had existed or even
been proposed except in way of mcrrimenbi
and joking.

Two companies of artillery arrived here
this moraing from Fort McHenry lately from
Fort Leavenworth and immediately marched
to their quarters. They number sizty-cight |
men, and are composed of young and active |
men, and exhibit ail the conl indiferance to
surrounding eirenmstances, which is common
to United States vegular troops,

A private dispateh from Columbia, 8. C., |
was received here this morning, which it is |

understoed contained the following startling |
news:—A plot has just bean exposed by one
of the negroes, showing an attempt to des-
troy Columbia by fire and shoot down the
citizens as they appeared at the doors of their
dwellings. This plot was espozed by one
of the negroes; and a white stune cutter who
is implicated is to be hung as soon as an ex
amination has been made, and all possible
testimony elicited. The event has created a
good deal of alarm among the inhabitants,
and especially among the women upon the

plantations. P.
e

Letter from the Northern Neck of Virginia,
Correspondence of the dlexandria Gazette.

Laxvaster 0. 11, Va,, Jun. 26.—In times |
like these, when newspapers, like politicians, ‘
are but little to be relied on, it is plensang,
even oceasionally, to have some puablic jonr-
nals whose sole abject evideutly is tu set
forth a fair, faitbful, and honest exposition
of trath, in all things. Prominent among
such publications, is the time-bonored “Al-
exandria Gazette,” of which your senior has
long beea the editor. Would that many of
our graceless partizans, and unreliable edi- !
tors, could imitate its example. It had been |
far better for our distracted country, and |
almost shipwrecked gevernment. |

There was a large and enthusistic weet- |
ing of the citizens of Lancaster and North-
unsberland, at this place, on Monday last,
The sentiment of this whole commuuity is
copservative, and while we are determined
not to abandon the enjoyment of our just
and equal rightsio the General Government,
we feel a gloomy attachment to the great
and glorious Union, purchased by the bloed |
of our ancestors, and consecrated to our in-
heritance for all generations. Col. Addison
Hall was ungnimously nominated by the |
meeting as a candidate for the State Cfm-]
ventien to be held in Richmond on the 13th
proximo, and will, I suppose, be elected, in
opposition to Samucl Gresham, who has been
brought out by a fragment of rabid dis-

unionists,

.(;;TR“’EU AND FIGURED BLAUK =
| &) —We kave on hand a very handsome

thing should be done, at onece, th esuutornet
such an effirt to puizon the publie mind, 1
bope Virginia is not to be earvied for seeas-
sion by any unfounded reports, whether

Cthrovgh telegraphic despatehes, newspapers,

I or speeches,
| -

] e o e (—
VIRGINIA NEWS.

Fifteen cars loaded with Cotton pussad
through Lynehburg on Thursday from Mem-
phisen voudelor Novlelk,  Twaniy-foar more
cars, with the same freight for the same des-
tination, would arrive next morning.  These
cars are loacded in Memphis, and puss over a
eoutinuous lice of railromd, 930 miles in
length, without break of connection, and
without o reshipwment of freiehe.

The Mayor of Richmond has seut to jail a
man who was eaught in the et of stesling a
newspaper from the door of p gpeutleman’s
house, whera it had been left by the carvier,

TPEAUTIFUL WIlLTE BRILLIANTS AT

124 centa,.—We Bave un Land o part ol 2 caso
of beautiful quality white Brillimnes which weare
selling at 124 cents per yard by the piece orin

{ smull gquantitivs, and n dednetion o 10 per cont.
| made for cash at the timeot purchase,

ALSOON JIAND—
a0 pieces of thin Irish Linens, which we are
selling very cheap by the piece, ranging from 25
to 472 cents per vard, aud are all put up in small
ot Balf picees, running abont thirteen to fourteen
yards exch, and are very cheap withant the dis.
count, but we are allowing the same diseonnt, viz,
10 por eent. in current fumds, far eash, 4t the time
of purehnse, W. M. SHUSRTER & 0.,
No, 8%, opnazite Ceatre Morket, botween
Tth and Sth st
Washington, jan 26—3700{

ment of siriped Bayadere and Fignred Bleek

| Silks, which we are selling ot 73 cents, 87 ceuls,

£1.25, all of which will o found very cheap, and
each marked at the lowest market price in piain
figures, Ladies wizhing to bay a very ehienp Silk
Dress, will save money by enlling at onee and mak-
ing their selecfiooa.

A diseount of 10 per eent. allowed in ecarrent
funds, for eash, on all sales, larre and smull, until
the Ldith of Felirnary.

W. M. SHUSTER & CO.,
No. 38, apposite Centre 2m

Wazsh., jau 26-—TMdi{

ef, between
Tinand Sth sta,

HIRTING COTTONS AYD LINANS.—We

P hD wanld call the particalyr attention of our

r Uottans=

unid
el the

eustomars to our stoek of Skirti
Linens, which will he found ta embrae
Leading Brands and at very low prives.
Also vn hand, & large stoek of Irish- Linens,
whirh we ecau recominend s pure Linen, sul
Ladies, wishing to avail thewseives of the appor-
tunity of buving Light Tinenz for the spring, at
very low prices, have now an spportunity to do =0,
and make i further saving of 10 per cent, by pay-
ing eash at the time of purchase, '
W. M. SHUSTER & CO,
No. 33, opposite Centre Muarker, belweon
Washineten, feb 1—d410¢ Tth and 8th st

{UMMER GOODs FROM LAST SEASON.—
We have now uj :
our snmmer stock of
Organdies, Mous
fuct every thing in

ines, L
the way

Summer tioods,
and will affer them vary eheap for the next two or

ul’
throa weeks., Ladies abowr leavieg the Distriet
willnow have an opportunity to buy the shove
goads very cheap.

A diseount of 1o per cent. aliowred vn all goods
paid for at the tima of purchase.

W. M. SHUSTER & o,
No, 38, opposite Centre Market, between
Washington feb i—dlut Tth aud 8ith st.
y LEGANT CARPETINGS AT GREAT SAC.
RIFICE.—We still bave on band and for sale,
some very superior and beautiful Velvet, Wier,
Brusszels, and Tapestry Carpetings, which must he
sold off at some price; and, in view of the state of
the times, they will he sold ont without regard to
cost. Members of Congress und others in want of
such goods can be suited by us now at n saving of
thirty per cent. less thun elsewhere,
CLAGETT & DODSOXN,
No. 4, sacond door east of 9th =i,
Washington, jan 23—-10t

COMMUNICATIONS.
Lattor from a Virginien in Kanses,

The following are extracts of a leiter
rom & Virginian now in Kaosas, to his
friend R. B., jr., in this place.

Leaveswonry, Kavsas, Jan. 106, 1801.

My Dear Frigsp:--1 bave read with
rreat pleasure your patriotic letter of the
Oth inst., and answer with equal pleasure,
I am a “pative and to the manor born” of
the noble old Commonwealth in which you
now reside; and am as loyal to all the in-
terests of the Old Dominion as those rash
| and unreasonable men in her midst, whe
‘now seek to plunge her into revolution and
(ruin.  Bat while loyal to Virginia, I 2am no
 less loyal to the Union ard the Constitu-
gion, and the Government. My ancestors
helped to secure our Liberty and Union, and
I were a degenerate son, did I pot seek to
perpetuate that for which they shed their
bleod.
| 'The times are hig with troable, and it is
threatened to break up this Union, hecause
Lineoln has been elected. Now, after the
South went into the election; after Mr, Lin-
coln has Leen constitationally elected, is it
not unfair thus to act? But it is said be
was elected upon the besis of his avowed
liostility to the South. This is net true.
Pennsylvania, with her large electoral vete,
voted for him because of his pledges in fu-
vor of a tariff to protect her manufactaring
[ interests,  California and Oregon voted for
[ him for the sake of a Pacitic Railroad; and
how many thousands voted for him to get
rid of Pemoeratie misrule, we have no
means of estimating. T aflirm, without fear
of contradiction, alter a residence of four
years in Kunsus, that the famous attempts
toforee slavery, and a Constitution which
four-fiiths of the eitizens spurned, upon
Kansas, was the main ecause of Mr. Lin-
coln’s election. [The writer then enumearates
oceurrences to sustain his position. |

That election was a tremendous protest
of the whole pation against the Demoeratic
party. I affics that more than one half of
the votes cast for Lineoln bhad no relerence
whatever to slavery.

1 remarlk, in the second place, that, [rom
the foundation of our governmeni, the
Soutk has had nearly four-fifths of the
Presidents, and of all the offices; and has
always zotten all that she hay ever asked for
from +he General Gorernment. She asked
for aud zot Texes, with the prisilega of
making {our States cut of ber; she asked
for and got the Mexican War, and Mexican
Territory and Californis; she asked for snd
got the Missouri Compromise: she asked for
and got the repeal of that compromise; she
asked [or and got the Fugitive Slave Law:
sha asked for and got the Cincinnati plat-
form. And yvet, with all these irophies,
there are thosa who would rush her head-
long inin revolotion, and give up all the
euarantees that she has obtained from the
General Government,  If, in the blindness
of suieidal madness, Virginia will go cur of
this Univn, she loses all the guarantess of
the Constitution which she new has.

[i the third place, the real interests of
Virginia ave not with the Cotton States who
have seceded. She does not wish to reopen
the Sluve Trade, and bave thousands of
cannibals thrown upon ber shores; she raises
no eotton, stear, or rice, and does not wish
free trade,  What Virginia wants is protee-
tion and epcouragement to her vast mineral
and manufusiuring interests: this she will
never get by uniting her destiny with the
Cotton States. Awd [ do hope that our no-
ble old Commonwealth will have too wueh
selfirespect amd wisdom to tie on as the tail
end of that resh, nullifying and seceding
State, South Curulinn, now in & eomplete
state ot anarchy. It was net wise, nor no-
ble, nor generous, nor fraternnl for Souath
Caroling to rush madly into revolution with-
out even so much as consuliing the interests
of her sister States. And due self-respect
will forbid Virginia from following a State
who cares for no other iuterest than her
own, end who has not wisdom enough to
nraiect that.

Fourthly. The Cotion States having bro-
ken up one government to the exteat of their
ability, and having proven false to their
own Southera hrethren, would not he the
most desivable parmers in o new Conlede-
racy. Lven il a vew Confederacy were
formed, these same men who have seeeded
from the old, wonld secede from the new
wihenever they thought it their intevest
do so. I'here are thousands of good and
{rue men in the Border States, who would
not be tolerated in South Caroliva te-day.
Aund yet the Disanionists of Virginia wish
you to have for friends in a new Conleder:-
ey wen who would drive {ram it, had they
the power, your best cidzens,

Pifthly, One werd abont Secession. The
Linh amendment to the Constitution says:
“Puwers wnd profitifad by the Consiitution
to the Sutes, are reserved Lo the States or
the people.”  Section 15 of  Article Fiest,
enumerntes  “powers  probilited,”  among
which ave, “that no State shall enter int
allisnee or confederation; Iny any duty of
{onnage; keep troops or ships-of-war in time
of peace; enter into any compaect with an-
other State.” Now, secession implies, of
necessity, thut all these probibited powers
shall be exercised by the seceding States;
and they are being exevcised.  This is either
treason, vr rebellion, or vevolution.

This government is an organism, us much
so and as perfect s the human frame: the
hand, or the eve, or the foot has inueh
right to seeede from the body as one State
Bas 1o svesde from the Union.

Yirginia secws vory sensitive abont Coer-
Now, ceercion doos not mean thar en
army shall be sent to South Carclinn to
butchier her peopie: it simply means that
the property of the Tederal Government
shall be protected, snd the revenues collee-
ted.  This, the President is Lound by his
nath to doy and after Virginia helped to elect
him, she ought not complain so mwuel il he
dees the very thing which she elected him
to do, and minde him swear that he would
do.  And all this has the more foree when
we ramember that Virginia money heiped
o buy and make this property, and that she
owns part of it

What then, von agk, is the dety of our ne-
24t is o abide by the Union,

g
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bie old St ?
the Consiiintion, and the laws, as she promi-
sesl to do when she east her vote for Bell:
to contend for her rights in, not out of the
Unioa: to retain all the guarantees of pro-
tection to her property by the Federal Gov-
arnment, and not give them up by going
outof the Union: to tell Gov. Fioyd that he
bad better clear up his army affairs before
he undertaices to precipitate Virginia inte a
revolution: to tell Mason to go back to
the Senate and clear the galleries before he
clears  Virgivia out of the Union. Why
it is the maddest frenzy of folly to break up
this glorious government, nnder which, up-
on the testimuny of the Disunionists them-
selves, ““we have prospered as no nation un-
der the Sun ever did.”

e who says this, never was, is not now,
and never expeets t be a Republican: he
is as loyal to the State of his birth as any
man in it: he is an Old Line Whig and a
Preshyterian. Faithfully yours,

) A. W, Prrzee.
Ratification by the Peopls.

It is the daty and privilege of every Vir-
ginian to esamine and decide npon any ac-
tion of the approaching Convention that
mey dissolve the connection of the State
with the Faderal Union, or change the or-
 ganic law of the same.

What! yield up the power to the Conven-
tion, to involve us in disunion, rebellion, and

civii war, when it may prove that compro-
mise and conciliation 1may better serve oitr
purpose ?

After all the time that has been spent in
bringing Virginia from the dwelling place
of the savage to its present condition ; *‘after
all the bloodshed in its defence, and for the
maiotaining of its civil polity ; after all the
consumption of patriotic thought and enter-
prise, the labors of philosophers, statesmen,
und divines to civilize and Christianize it;”
after the time, the capital, the energies em-
ployed from age to age to improve and de-
velope-it, are we to resigu into the hands of
the Convention its destiny, irrevocably and
forever? Rouse up to what you owe our
fatbers; roase up to what you owe your chil-
dren, aad reserve in your own hands the
destiny of Virginia! Warm up your State
pride and love.

Hence do I love my country, and partake
of kindred agitations for her sake. She visits
oftentimes my midnight dream. Her glory
meets me with the earliest beam of light,
which tells that morning is awake.

MARKIIAM.

Fauquier Co., Jan. 30, 1861.
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The assigned cause of our present difficul-
ties, at least among Virginians, is a denial on
the part of the North to acknowledge us as
equalsin regard to the ownership, and conse-
quently, settlement with our property, in the
territories. Why then withdraw from or go
out of the Unicn, and relinquish or forfeit
notouly our rights as partners in the com-
mon domain which we claim, but also our
right to a single foot of territory outside
the present fifteen Southern States ?”’  If we
can extract trom the North by force of arms
our rights when we are out of the Union, and
when we are without Army, Navy, Forts, and
Arsenals—for by that Constitution whose
provisions we of the South acknowledge and
obey, as we ought to do, for it emanated
from a true Southern mind, and received
the sanction of warm Southern hearts—all
these urc the bought and paid for property
of the Federal Government; and though they
are for the protection of the section in which

they are or may be, if we secede they will |

remzin the rizhtful property of the then ex-
isting Federal Government. With how much
greater certainty, and with how much less
loss of brothier’s blood, can we do so by re-
maining in the Union, where we will at any
rate be able to fight them upon equal terms,

Is it not askiog two much of Virginians,
for them to give up without the most strenu-
ous effirts of resistance, their ineffable, dear-

ly bought and dearly prized rights and pri- |

vileges in this great country, because a get of
miserable, depraved fuvatics choose to pass
and even enforee laws—though only on their
own harren soil-—which. are in opposition to
the spirit of the Constitutions?  Should we
of the South who have committed no fault
be mude the suilerers, while the originators
of the disturbances and the causers of all
the difliculties, the abolitionists, are allowed
to retain all the benefits of the government?
Kvery true man loves the lund of his birth,
though he may not like all his country’s
ways: and is it wise to wean from us the
1,400,000 friends at the North who voted
against Lineoln at the last election, who
by a division of the Union will be rendered
eitizens of a foreigo country, whose interests
would Le antagonistic, and whose rivalry
would soon engender hatred?

Iiad it not been for the rash and ill ad-
vised course of South Carolina there would,
in all probability, have been a united South
long sinee: the just and righteous demuands
of which, eoming, as they would have come,
from oue whole people, nod not from sisgle,
separate, and. In some instances, divided
states, would have eommanded the immediate
consideration of the majority in the North-
ern States, and, backed and sirengthened by
the good will and sympathy of the powerful
minority, would have secured to us our just
rights, and forever settled the slavery ques-
gion.

In timeslike these, it is manifestly wrong
to ailow pride and chagrin to influence the
sober exercise of the judgment, but is it not
havd for Virginia to stand, and is there not
some excuse and pallistion for those of us
who repel the tnsults and unkind uod un-
generous reproach epst upon our glorious

old Commenwealth, the mother of States, by-

the five-eators of Svuth Carolina?

POTOMAC.

Tux Pozitiony VirciNia SHovnd AssuME
iv e Presext Cursis.—This is a question
that should address itself to the calm 2nd
dispussionate consideration of every son of
the Ol Dominion, as the result of the de-
liberations of this Conveation will have a
decided infiuence upon the destiny of the
country, ‘The eyes of all true patiots, irre-
speeiive of seotion or party, seem to turn in-
stinetively to Virginia, in this the hour of
vur country’s peril.  Conscious of the wise,
conservative, and patriotic counsels, that
have characierized the past deliberations of
her sons, they impatiently nwuit the action
of the anticipated Convention, hoping that
some plan may be developed, by which the
states may be again united upon a firm, per-
manent and equitable basis, and thus re-
store our country to its once peaceful and
prosperous condition.

And now, in consideration of the influence
that the action of Virginia will have upun
the country, in genernl, and her sister states,
how essential it is that we should send to
the Couvention delegates able and compe-
tent to represent her interest, and thus ena-
Lie her to sustain that reputation for honor
anid integrity of aetion fur which she has
bean so long and so justly proverbial.

Let var good old county send a delegate
whosa experience avd conservative senti-
ments will be ereditable to her, an ornament
to the Convention, and an honor to the State,

In ocur selection, let us be careful not to
szlect one who caa he carried away by pas-
sion or prejudice,

izt us send a representative who will not
sutfer his sympathies for one section, or pre-
Judiees for apother, to bias his judgment;
But coo who will ignore all seetional feel-
s, bury all politieal or party antipathy,
and raise himselt to the dignity of a patriot
statesman, and legislate for the interass of the
whole eountry so long as he ean do it consis-
tently with the honor of his State.

Co-urEraTION.

The “Strashurg Conuection bill"" passed
the House of Delegates, as every body knew
it would. It passed while the Delegate of
this county was temporarily ehsent (fora
day or two,) from Richmond. He had, as
every body alsoknews, faithfully opposed it,
and worfed harder against it than any man
in the Legislatnre—and upon his aceidental
aksence, the bill was laid on the table.—
Subsequently, it was found, that, whether
vresent or absent, the bill would pass, and
1t was accordingly taken up and passed.
Neither Mr. Ball, nor Mr. Huntt, nor Mr,
Walker, nor Mr. Chapman, nor any body
else, will refuse to say, (so I am informed)

that our Delegate has not done all that he
could to defeat the measure,

The Legislature is fully aware that the
people of Alexandria are unanimously op-
pused to this connection; and it is not neces-
sary to tell them that over and over and over
again. It is hoped it will be defeated in the
Senate, It will be there opposed by the
Senator-from this District, who, I am in-

formed, will testify to the faithful opposition |

that has ever been made by the Delegate.—
I will add, in requesting the publication of

this note, that I am not one of ™
voted at the lust election for the p:::::tﬁil?
egate; tlmt. have no personal or pt’:lilicn.i
alliance swith him, and have frequently 1,
opposed to his course and upinions; but "
the above has been related to me us t'he tr:I13
state of the case, I am for protecting g mae
i:rom illiberal censure, who is doing his 1, .
for our interests, and for et
COMMON .
Alexandria, February 1, ISGI{USTICE'

- OBITUARY.

Diep, on the ffth of Januy ‘1
wife of II. W. Vandegrift. TI;J}; -?e::i]i{aﬁkéh-}‘ 2
uqtive of New Jersey, where she leaves m::‘b v
friends und relatives to lnment her early dua:hmy
_ But chiefly bero, where the later years of L
!ife have beenspent, sho leaves friends who f r;r
ing deeply the interest she excited ip all whe (‘: ‘
preached her by her gentle charaeter, her eur-.liarl-
consistent and Christian deportment, moyry ha;-
departure a5 a personal loss which cannot be
Ph’_‘l":]fd.l She}was 4 true friend, e

e late Mrs. Vandegrift possessed
privilfege'nt‘ doing zood iistinclzivel . Ht::-a d;ai:u
walk in life was un example, teaching niiently
but impressively, the duties of g Christiun wi¥:
and mother; and during her last illn=ge while
suR‘e_riug from the wasting disease which n:a.-s eon-
suming her life, she testified continually to her
trust in the prow’ses of her Saviour and her con
fiding hopo of their fulfilment ; exhibiting thus i::
death the spirit of the true disciple of Christ,

Drep, on the 20th ult,, Mrs. ANN CLAGE
rolict of the late Wm. Clagett, and daut[ﬁ;‘?f{-
the lute Churles Page, in the 65th year of Err Byra
It would not be proper to allow un event pass :n.
noticed which cxcites the deep interest of our
whole community. For forty years, Mre, Clagere
hag been u benefaetor and friend to old and vmrrsg
black and white. She was identified with uu;'
Orphan Asylum from its commencement, und con-
tinued her active labors to the duv of ber last
sickness. Hor place of usefulness in St. Paul's
Chureh, of which she was a devoted member, cnn-
not be filled. Never bas it been our privilege 1o
witness such u sorrowing assembly as that which
filled the building to attend the fuxeral seryiecs—
children gazed with tearful eyes upon the loved
features of their departed friend, and even stout
manhood could not restrain the tokens of grate-
ful atfection. Mrs. Clagett feared not to die.—
She expected u futal result from the first, and in
reply to a question, said she regzarded death no
more than she would going from one room to sn-
other. (Southern Churchman pleuse copy.)

At Prospect Hill, the residence of her husband,
in Fauquier county, en the Lith instant, after Sva
days illness, of Typloid Pneumonia, Mrs. ANN
LAWS, wife of Newton Laws, esq., in the 45tk
yeur of her age. I'he departure of this estimable
lady and sweet tempered christian from smong
us visits the heartsof all who kuew her with sad-
ness and grief. and her husband and children with
bereavement that finds no solace, save in the ns-
suranco that their {oss is her guin, and that their
separation from one to whom their affections so
unyieldingly and fondly eling will be but fors
little while. She glorified God in her life and in
ber death, exemplifying in both the power, truth
and genuineness of the religion of Jesus Christ—
deriving therefrom power to overcome in ber con-
fliet with the temptations, trials and sorrows of
life, and to trinmph in her grapple with death;
and while her exainple should encourage all, whe
hope in Christ, to.persevere, ber sudden und un.
expected departure should cause-all to heed ths
Master's warning—-“be ye also ready.”

T. B. W,

At Fleetwood, in Culpeper county, Sunduy
evening, 27th Jan. LIZZIE L., infant daughter
of Thornton and Mary Eliza Stringfellow, agel
two months and two weeks,

Yes, dear little Lizzie is gone, but not lost, ouly
taken to rest in the bosom of Jesus, who lent her
for a short time to these fond parents, that they
might learn {o love ker and make their tie to
heaven stronger. 0! blessed thought, you have
one angel there. Then wipe away your texrs, aud
remember, she may again be yours in “Heaven,”
where

No sorrow’s known
And there's no weeping there,
P,

At Laurel Spring, Caroline eo,, of Diptherin, on
the 15th November, MARGARET M., sceond
daughter ol Patrick R. and Llizabeth Catlett,
aged 9 vears; and on the 21st of the same month,
JOHN CATLETT, nged !1 years.

In Washington, on Wednesday evening, the

30th January, MARION E. FORCE, youngest
son of Peter Force, aged 22 years.

On Sunday night last, near Amissville, Rappa-
hannock eounty, Mrs. MARIAM AMISS, wile of
Mr. Joseph Amiss, aged about 60 years,

Diew, at his residence, in Charles county, Md,,
on the I4th ult, after a lingering illness, Dr.
FRANCIS MATTIHEWS, aged 34 yours.
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LYCEUM HALL!
ROF. HOSFORD will commence & Course of
FIFTEEN LESSONS
IN ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF VOCAL
MUSIC.
Also, Development and Cultivation of the Voice,
Un Friday Evening, Feb, 1st, 1861, at 7 o'cloet:,

Terms for Fifteen Lessons, $2.30—to be pail
at the close of the term.

The Advenced Class will meet on Tuesday eve-
ning, Jun. 20th, at 7 o’clock.

The Jumnee will be used in each Class.

The Juvenile Class will meet on Friday even-
ing at 44 o’clock, Feb. 1st, 1861,

All of the above Clazses will meet at Lyceum
Hall.

References.—Revs. Leftwich, Bitting, Lunahan,
Ward, Wm. H. Fowle, esq., Ed. F. Witmer, Thus,
McCormiek, and 8, Scolt. jan 28—dlw*

EAUTIFUL AND VERY CHEADP.—Crrran

), MareriaLs AT & Sacriries.—The stock now
on hand atthe old storeof Cracerr & Dopsox of il
kinds of pretty and desirable materiuls fur Parlor,
Drawing, sud other room Curtains, is still very
complete, and in view of the state of the tiwes
they will be #old off ut a ruinous sacrifice, )

Mewbers of Congress and others who would edd
to the beauty and comfort of their homes will find
a great saving and advantage to make their pur-
chases here, as the concern must be ¢losed outto
gettle with the estate of tho late deceased purtuer

CLAGETT & DODSOXN.

Washinglon, jan 22—eol0t.

No. 1
CARDBON OIL,
Warranted to give a more
BRILLIANT LIGHT
AT LESS EXPENSE
Than any other 0il ofiered,
and free from smoke.
Muanufactured, and for sale by
A, & W. J. TAMILL;
50 South Frederick strect and
. 125 North Gay street,
Baltimore, Md., jan 24—eolm=  Baltimore.
NEW LISBON FEMALE INSTITUTE.
HE next session begins February 1st, at whick
time 1 should be glad to have the remainicy
vacancies filled.
1ERNS PER SESSION OF FIVE HONTHS.
Board aud tuition, (embracing English, Latin,
Gresk and French.)....ovvvvieiniinsieniny e, 385 00
Music on Piano............. seisenss 20 00
No extra charge.

Ap];l : ’ tu i
J. A, HAYNES, A, M.
Middleburg, Va., jan 19-—eolm

60C SHEEP FOR SALE.

WILL SELL on reasonable terms, 300

SHEEP, four-fifths of which are Merinoes, ¢

the most approved blocd; theresidue are Cotswoll

and Merino mixed. These SUEEP arc sll youry
and in perfect heslth. Address

J. H. CARTER, Jr,
Thoroughfare Station, M. 6. K. !
Prince William County, Va., jan 22—eu2

LEGANT SHIRTINGS AND SHERTINGS.
Both Cotton and Linen, ean now be purchas
of us, at low prices, and o discount of 10 per cent:
made for Cash, at the time of purchase uatil the
15tk of February.
W. M. SHUSTER & CO.,
No. 38, 6pp. Centre Market, bet. Tth und Sthst
__Washington, jan 26—d10t.
MEDICAL CARD.
C. WILKINSON offers his services to th
+ public in the treatment of Cancer, U0¥
sumption, and ali Secret Discases. T'wenty yeu!
successful use of his remedies in curing Caneen
Consumption, and all Sceret Diseasqe, gives Be®
& claim to public fuvor, Medicines sent te order
All communicatiens promptly attended to.
Glenmore, Va., jan 8—dlin "
T OTICE.—All persons are hereby forewarned
from crediting my son, JOHN HALL, o®
my account, as I shall pay no bills of his cob
tracting-—he being a minor.
jan 20—eodt# MARY HALL.
NOTIGE.—The undersigned will attend to th
COLLRECTION OF CLAIMS, of every des
oription, for Ten per

. T

cent. commission. .
THOS. H. SPEAKE.
Dumfries, Pr. Wo. Co., jan 12— wéw

ILN DRIED HOMINY, and Hominy Beant
for sale by
feb 1

CHARLES J. WISE,
oor, of Prince and Pitt-st%
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